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The	
  proposed	
  Melbourne	
  to	
  Brisbane	
  inland	
  railway	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  largest	
  and	
  most	
  
important	
  potential	
  rail	
  freight	
  projects	
  currently	
  being	
  considered	
  in	
  Australia.	
  

A si gni fi cant gr owth i n contai ner s thr ough the Por t of Mel bour ne i s expected, fr om the 
pr esent l evel  of 2 mi l l i on TEU per  year  to ar ound 7 mi l l i on i n 2035. Thi s wi l l  cr eate 
monumental  congesti on i n Mel bour ne unl ess r ai l 's mode shar e gr eatl y i mpr oves fr om 
i ts cur r ent l evel  of l ess than 10% of contai ner s thr ough the por t and l ess than 10% i n 
the under per for mi ng Mel bour ne- Sydney- Br i sbane cor r i dor .  

Thi s contr asts poor l y wi th other  i nter state cor r i dor s as wel l  as best pr acti ce i n Eur ope 
and Nor th Amer i ca.  Key r easons for  thi s poor  per for mance ar e r ai l  congesti on i n the 
Sydney Basi n as wel l  as the cur vy al i gnment of the cur r ent r ai l way bui l t i n the 1880s. 
The cur r ent Mel bour ne to Br i sbane r ai l  r oute i s 250 km l onger  than the r oad r oute and 
r ai l  j our ney ti mes now aver age 9 hour s l onger  than tr uck ti mes. The new r oute woul d 
over come these di sadvantages and del i ver  di stance, ti me and cost savi ngs. 

M i ni ster  for  I nfr astr uctur e Mr  Anthony Al banese commi ssi oned the Austr al i an Rai l  
Tr ack Cor por ati on to study thi s i ssue i n 2008 and the consul tants r epor ted i n The 
Me lbourne  to  Br isbane  In land Rail Alignment Study  i n Jul y 2010. They 
r ecommended a 1731 km r oute fr om Mel bour ne to Br i sbane vi a Al bur y, Junee, Par kes, 
Mor ee and Toowoomba. Thi s r oute woul d ser ve many hi ghl y pr oducti ve agr i cul tur al  
r egi ons i ncl udi ng the Lachl an Val l ey and the Toowoomba ar ea. Whi l e i mpr oved 
r el i abi l i ty and speed and l ower  costs i n handl i ng thr ough fr ei ght ( esti mated at 12 
mi l l i on tonnes per  annum, 65% nor thbound, i n 2040)  pr ovi des the key economi c 
j usti fi cati on for  the i nvestment, i nter modal  oppor tuni ti es wi l l  occur  at r egi onal  
centr es al ong the l i ne. The consul tants esti mate that the cost of handl i ng fr ei ght on thi s 
r ai l way when compl eted wi l l  be 48% of the cost of r oad tr anspor t, wi th r ai l  mar ket 
shar e of 80% by 2060. 

Total  pr oj ect cost i s esti mated to be $3.688 bi l l i on and a posi ti ve cost benefi t r ati o of 
1.19 i f oper ati ons commence i n 2040. 

The Austr al i an Rai l way Associ ati on and many other  counci l s and bodi es suppor t the 
pr oposal . You can fi nd thi s r epor t on the i nter net at 
www.ar tc.com.au/l i br ar y/I RAS_Fi nal %20Repor t.pdf.	
  


