KEEP VICTORIA'S

O O O

e

Melbourne to Brisbane Inland Railway

The proposed Melbourne to Brisbane inland railway is one of the largest and most
important potential rail freight projects currently being considered in Australia.

Asignificant gr owth in container s thr ough the Por t of Melbour ne i s expected, fr om the
present level of 2 million TEU per year toaround 7 millionin 2035. This will cr eate
monumental congestion in Melbour ne unless rail's mode shar e gr eatly impr oves fr om
its current level of less than 10% of containers thr ough the por t andless than 10% in
the under per for ming Mel bour ne- Sydney- Brisbane corridor.

This contr asts poor |y with other inter state corridors as well as best practice in Eur ope
and Nor th America. Key reasons for this poor per formance arerail congestion in the
Sydney Basin as well as the cur vy alignment of the current railway builtin the 1880s.
The current Melbour ne toBrisbanerail routeis 250 km longer than the r oad r oute and
rail journey times now aver age 9 hours longer than truck times. The new r oute would
over come these disadvantages and deliver distance, time and cost savings.

Minister for Infrastructure Mr Anthony Albanese commissioned the Austr alian Rail

Tr ack Cor por ation to study this issuein 2008 and the consultants reportedin The
Melbourne to Brisbane Inland Rail Alignment Study in July 2010. They
recommendeda 1731 km route fr om Melbour ne to Brisbane via Albury, Junee, Parkes,
Mor ee and Toowoomba. This r oute woul d ser ve many highly pr oductive agricul tur al

r egions including the Lachlan Valley and the Toowoomba ar ea. While impr oved
reliability and speed andlower costs in handling thr ough fr eight (estimated at 12
million tonnes per annum, 65% nor thbound, in 2040) pr ovides the key economic
justification for the investment, inter modal oppor tunities will occur at regional

centr es along the line. The consul tants estimate that the cost of handling fr ei ght on this
r ailway when completed will be 48% of the cost of r oad tr anspor t, with rail mar ket
shar e of 80% by 2060.

Total project costis estimated tobe $3.688 billion and a positive cost benefit r atio of
1.19 if oper ations commencein 2040.

The Austr alian Railway Association and many other councils and bodi es suppor t the
proposal. You can find this report on the inter net at
www.ar tc.com.au/library/IRAS_Final % 20Repor t.pdf.



